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FPRENCE GOVERNMENT CRIBIS

I. prolonged Freach cabinet erimis probable
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Pramier-designate Eendos-framce not likely to win
investiture vote
1. Not populsr $5 AssdAbly;
2. Popular Pepublicsns and pro-EiC slesents is other
parties will ot accept turther delay on R,
Yo clear majority fer other eandidaiss yot in sight
Political stands of Nendes-france and other possible
candidates
1. vierre Mendes-¥raace (Badieal Boclzlist)
®. Professes to be pro-Atliantic bal tes
dolaying SPC ratificatlon uatil esconoElc

ploture improves coansiderably;
w-—%s. Pavera direct vegotiations with ¥iet iluh.

sitterrand, dobert Schuman and Bdgar Faure)
whicl: hopes that a realiy new govermment
would come to power with Socialist help

v.......

irveupective of party.
2. George Sidault (Popular Republican)
2. lIssists on 3 firm cosmitsest to BOC a8 tde \
prico for bis party's participation ia &
govarnwoeat

3. Edgar isure (Zadieal sociaiiat)
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- Froguently mantioned az= laniel’'s successer.
&, ¥iews sarwm close to those of M&tm
(1) deubts timt time is mmipx ripe for EOC
{2) believes Amsricun atomic wespons can
safegunrd Rurape at prosest,
4. dene ¥ayer (Efidical Secialist)
x, Pro-EDC
5, [FBobett Schaman (Popular Republican)
&. Bumored less etroagly pro-RiC than formerly
but still favors it; Mekiuussx
[ Belisves EDC coempatidle with ae East-Fest
agreament.
&, Aateine Pinsy (Independent)
e #cderntely pro-EiC;: bDalisves it to he dest
available solution.
b, flow 113
T Francois iltterrand (Hssistance Union)
®, Increasingly skeptical of 2dC;
B, Waonts more attantion to Africam texriteries
£1) Quit Laniel cabinet on this ifasue in
fteptemsber, saying "if France is to be
& power at xll, it will only be becsuse
of ner Africar territories.”

(2) Mittermsnd's position Sas wide apponl
to Irsmcheen who fear
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= {z) These belisve etononic integration
of Freach Union a prerequisite to |
integration, se Fraace cas cospete

o8 ogual terse with Germany.

(b} These alss believe Africa is wital
to Fraace's msilitary security:

(1) Souwree of manpower compensSn~
ting for Frasce's oumerical
inferiority is Europe;

{2) Base of military eperatioas sa
axtension of Fraace

&. Fresch public mere than aver coscerssd
with security of Africa inm view of fupending
loss of Indochina
Bymmernwewetl, Silpce lanisl sdvocsted firmser I, dochisa policy
than most of Assembly would support, any new
goveriwent emergency will be under implicit

instructions to m ner even at cowt of
sajor concessiouns,
(1) égreemest © partition of Vietmas mest
l1tkely
R in other respgects, ne radiesl change 1in Fresch
policy 1ikely te emerge from pressnt Asaesbly.
11, Prosmpecis for new slectiocns:
4, issesbly's osre to avold constitutiensl majority ia
overthrowiag Laviel indicates it wants 10 avold aew
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alections (Bpe sppendix on preovisicss fTor dissoiutioe

sud vew elections).

Tremis evident iz recest by-cleseticas’

3.

4.

their posilons,

sgeinlistn failed; sfter Uwe yeuras ia opposities,
to wean volors away from (ommuniats
fon-Gommuulat partios desply divided. Saly oa
second Balilet 4id threat of Commpaint vicdiry
drive then together.

;bR ily--<SNEPEREEER
supporters moved to centar of right

Byesisctions sot s vadid gauge of matiomm) wlections

i.

&,

.

Sy-aiections take pisce on & two-ballor, mmjority
vots syetons whick eusbles avn-Cosmanists toget
together hetwen ballote,

satiooal elections iske plasce on MEgMax wingle-
Hailor banis withk provisiocss fsy electorsl

gifilistions among parties.
tate vould Isse sore diifienlty

ﬁ?ﬁm - ' Wawwh RO ChEY 5y
than in 1051 astional eldetion in foraing

wilectoral alliasagem.

Yostative isdiogtions for sstiossl &mtim. if held.

1.

%.
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siher right wiag parties {(Nsialy Independeats)
would proi'it wosyt by Ganllist losses,
Popular Bopubiicans centident of peining slse
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3. fCosspusiasts, who pelled 365 of 1831 popular vote,
would probalby profit by lack of usity withim

SETEC L) L
J s
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Appondix: PROVISIONS FOR BISSOLYING FEENCH NATIONAL 35SENDLY

I.

ii.

liationul Asssably may disscolve itself at any tisec by

sajority voie;

1. ‘'this likely only oun ave of regular electiiomns.

Consiitutional provisisas for dissolviag Assembly by cabinet

decision:

A. Cabinet may set only if:

i. Norc than 18 menths have elapeed since the
assembly first comnvened;

2, ¥ithin a given 18-momth peried, twe goversments
bave been overthrowm by an absolute majority (314)
on formal votes of coafidence.

a. The Bayer goverument was thus overthrowa on
21 Mxy 1953,

3. Xkach of the goveraments thus overihrown had lasted
far more tham 15 days.

B. Uabimel may then, afier comsulting with the president
i ihe assembly, forsally recommend that the president
i the republiec dissolve the assembly.

€. The prosident of the assembly (noy Socinlist Andre
Le Troguer) wounld then bhecoms premier,

B, In comnjunction with the Assembly steering commities,
s weuld same 8 new minister of the iaterior, who
exercises control of the police.

¥ . All parties iu the Assembly would then bhe given pro-
poriional represeantation in the goverament through

ninisters without portiolia.
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1. Tbhe Communist Party would thus participate :1.5
interim caretakar cabinet.

Kew clecilons must ke beld Zrom 20 to 30 days after

dissolution.

Hew Assembly recoavenes the third Thersday following

ihe slecticons.
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